
The voice of business for Abbotsford
The Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce has a mission to represent, serve & connect 
present and future members to build and sustain a thriving business community. 
The Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce and The Abbotsford News have partnered 
together to help connect your business to Abbotsford’s consumers and to get your 
ad and business noticed!

One of the fastest growing cities is setting a dynamic pace, driven by powerful 
economic engines. Reach the heart of your local Abbotsford community by 
showcasing your establishment in My Business.

This full colour, high-readership monthly section provides the perfect opportunity 
to showcase what makes your business remarkable to new and potential clients!

Call to book your space today — 604-853-1144!

FINALIST
YOUR RIGHT CHOICE FOR THE BEST VALUE AND SERVICE

THE MURRAY FAMILY L    VES ABBOTSFORD

Drop by our newest 

addition to our family, 

Murray Kia.

Thank you Abbotsford for 

choosing Murray GM as a 

favourite dealership for 2013!

See our exciting and award-winning 

lineup of fuel effi cient vehicles!

We invite you to drop by 

to experience the family 

atmosphere and meet Tucker.

Tucker

murraygmabbotsford.com            1.888.220.1853
TOLL 
FREE

O V E R  3 0  S T O R E S  I N  C A N A D A

murraykiaabbotsford.com  604.626.4KIA (4542)

KIA ABBOTSFORD

30325 AUTOMALL DRIVE

30355 AUTOMALL DRIVE

Welcome to the family!WWWWWWWeeeWWWWWW
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University delivers economic boost

Overall impact of half a billion dollars to local economy from UFV

The University of the Fraser Valley generates an estimated overall economic impact on the Fraser Valley of 

half a billion dollars annually.
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of teaching and learning, student-faculty 

interaction, and instructors’ teaching style.

There are also direct economic benefits to 

having a university in Abbotsford.

A workforce of 1,500 employees, many of 

whom live and shop locally, means a boost 

to the real estate and retail sectors. 

UFV’s annual operating budget for 

2013/14 is approximately $100 million. 

That’s a lot of funding coming into the 

local economy in the form of wages, supply 

procurement, and other contracts. 

Add to that nearly 16,000 students, 

A
djacent to the Abbotsford 

Entertainment and Sports Centre 

in what is emerging as a “university 

district,” the Abbotsford campus of the 

University of the Fraser Valley is a major 

hub of activity in the community. And 

across town in the Abbotsford civic complex, 

the UFV Clearbrook Centre is home to the 

university’s Continuing Studies division 

and Applied Business Technology program.

Having a university within its borders is 

a bonus for any city. Professionals thinking 

about where to settle and businesses 

looking to relocate are drawn to places 

that can offer the benefits a university can 

provide. 

These include a locally educated workforce, 

ongoing educational opportunities for 

employees and their families, and the 

enhanced cultural opportunities that a 

university brings to a community.

UFV annually brings guest speakers, 

athletic events, forums, workshops, and 

other special events to the city. 

The new student union building, 

currently under construction and slated 

to open in early 2015, will add even more 

spark to the cultural life of Abbotsford.

UFV administrators, faculty, students, 

and alumni work closely with a variety of 

corporate and public service partners to 

build and maintain a close relationship 

with the community.

UFV is gaining a national reputation 

for excellence in undergraduate education. 

The university is evaluated through a wide 

variety of surveys conducted by external 

bodies.

In the annual Canadian University 

Survey Consortium, graduating students 

rated UFV highly in areas including 

student growth and development, skill 

development, quality of teaching and 

education, and the percentage of graduates 

who have secured employment. UFV  has 

received five years of top grades in the 

Globe and Mail University Reports, 

earning A-level grades in class size, quality 

many of whom are staying home instead 

of leaving town for university, and others 

who are drawn to the community for their 

education.

Approximately 800 international 

students study at UFV annually, from 

more than 50 countries around the world. 

They provide an additional boost to the 

local economy and a connection to the 

global one. Each spend an average of 

$40,000 a year when they are here – that’s 

a $30-million boost to Abbotsford’s economy 

from UFV’s international students alone.

All told, a conservative estimate of UFV’s 

overall economic impact on the Fraser 

Valley is half a billion dollars annually.

And once UFV’s graduates – more 

than 1,800 of them every year – hit 

the employment market, they have 

an additional impact on the local 

economy. There are now more than 30,000 

alumni of UFV. Chances are that there 

are many among the business people, 

teachers, nurses, farmers, social workers, 

tradespeople, child care workers, and other 

professionals you encounter on a daily 

basis.

UFV is now working with the City of 

Abbotsford to create a university district 

surrounding the Abbotsford campus. 

This would encourage the development 

of university-friendly activities, such as 

student residences, technology-based 

businesses, recreation facilities, services 

and retail outlets in the surrounding area. 
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YXXWhy Invest at YXX?

• Approximately 87 hectares (215 acres) of 

land immediately available for airside and 

groundside development

• Low construction costs – Most available 

land is fully serviced with excellent granular 

soil

• Competitive lease rates, flexible lease 

terms, and City tax incentives

• Abbotsford Shell Aerocentre FBO and world 

class flying schools including Coastal Pacific 

Aviation and Chinook Helicopters

• Excellent Airport infrastructure, including 

CAT 1 Instrument Landing System, on-site 

aircraft rescue and firefighting, and a full 

service Air Terminal Building with Customs 

and passenger screening facilities

YXX. The future of aerospace is here.Building for the Future

Contact Us

• Established aerospace community with 

Cascade, Conair, University of the Fraser 

Valley Aerospace Centre and others 

• Daily commercial flights with approximately 

500,000 passengers annually

• High public visibility with Airshow, 

Aerospace EXPO, Tradex, and commercial 

jet traffic

• Close proximity to Highway 1, Vancouver, US 

border, and rail

• The Abbotsford/Lower Mainland region has 

a vibrant economy, growing population, and 

an established, highly-trained workforce

• Progressive Airport and City management 

team that is eager to make development 

happen at the Airport!

Mike Pastro

General Manager

Tel: 604-864-5642

Email: mpastro@abbotsford.ca

Abbotsford International Airport

30440 Liberator Avenue

Abbotsford, BC V2T 6H5

604-855-1001

Approximately 500,000  guests processed annually via daily jet serviced  ights with

domestic/trans-border and international connections available, along with several daily Intra-BC  ights.

Flying into financial success

Abbotsford International Airport looking at its best year

Security EXPO was also well attended, 

having 375 delegates and 50 exhibitors.

A capital project to upgrade the airport 

portion of Mt. Lehman Road, as well as the 

Liberator Avenue entrance to the terminal, 

is currently underway.  

The $1.5-million project will see the 

construction of a dedicated bike lane, 

curb installation, new entrance signs, and 

improvements to street lighting, overhead 

signage, and landscaping. 

In 2013, Alpine Aerotech, a certified Bell 

Helicopter repair and overhaul company, 

purchased Canadian Heli Structures 

T
he Abbotsford 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Airport (YXX) 

continues to be a major 

economic generator for 

the region.

This year is shaping 

up to be the airport’s 

best year financially 

and, barring a bad 

winter, should end the year earning just 

over $2 million in net income, not including 

revenues from Airport Improvement Fees.  

This is roughly $568,000 over plan and, 

according to airport general manager Mike 

Pastro, “is a testament to our lean and 

efficient organization and our emphasis 

on being fiscally prudent.  The Airport 

Authority, management and staff of the 

airport take great pride in delivering good 

financial results.  Our original mandate 

was to not be a burden on City of Abbotsford 

taxpayers. 

“Not only do we continue to be self-funded, 

we are accumulating healthy reserve funds 

that will be needed for future restoration, 

replacement and expansion projects at the 

airport.”

The airport is the workplace for over 

1,400 employees and generates total 

annual wages of approximately $50 million. 

Cascade Aerospace and the Conair Group 

are the two largest employers on site.

A total of 490,636 passengers used YXX 

in 2012 and the projected numbers for 

2013 are expected to be around 480,000 

due to a reduction in one Cancun charter 

as well as some recent flight cancellations 

due to fog.  

Aircraft movements (take-offs and 

landings) in 2013 are expected to be close 

to the 108,000 movements that took place 

in 2012.

The 2013 airshow was another success, 

despite budget sequestration in the United 

States which prevented U.S. military 

aircraft from participating.  

The 2013 Aerospace, Defence and 

and now calls Abbotsford Airport home. 

Northwestern Air also started providing 

flights from Red Deer and Kelowna to YXX 

in 2013.

WestJet continues to be the major air 

carrier and the airport is proud to have 

such a dedicated partner. 

According to Pastro, “WestJet’s CEO 

Gregg Saretsky has stated that he loves 

the Abbotsford Airport because it’s like 

Costco – simple, low-cost, and efficient.”  

Pastro adds, “We work hard at maintaining 

a low-cost environment for WestJet and 

other airport users and in nurturing the 

business partnerships that we have with 

all of our airport-based businesses.” 

Despite all of the other accomplishments, 

Pastro reiterates, “that our single most 

important objective is to operate a safe 

airport, and we have a very dedicated team 

of professionals who work hard to get the 

job done.”

PASTRO

The 2013 airshow’s main attraction, the Canadian 

Forces Snowbirds, put on another spectacular show.

Abbotsford International Airport is projecting close to 108,000 take-off s and landings in 2013. JOHN MORROW PHOTO
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