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5 Minutes for Business:

Latest on Canada-U.S. Tariffs
In this edition of 5 Minutes for Business, Canadian
Chamber Director of International Affairs, Mark Agnew,
takes stock of the latest Canada-U.S. tariffs and examines
what could come next and how it could impact Canadian business. With the warm summer weather has come
a heating up of trade tensions. Looking back six months
ago, it was inconceivable the United States would deem
Canadian steel and aluminum exports a threat to American national security. However, on June 1—and in the
absence of any cogent justification—Canadian steel was
hit with a 25% tariff and aluminum with a 10% tariff. Unfortunately, these actions necessitated a proportionate response to attempt to encourage the U.S. administration to
reverse these unwarranted tariffs on Canadian exports. As
we all know, these Canadian retaliatory tariffs came into
effect on July 1. With this volley and counter-volley, it’s
worth us taking stock on what could come next and how
it would impact Canadian businesses.
At time of writing, there has been relative silence from
President Trump on Canada’s retaliatory tariffs. The next
skirmish will likely be over the U.S. Department of Commerce’s investigation into whether automotive and automotive part imports to the U.S. are a risk to national security. This investigation is being conducted under the same
Section 232 powers used in the steel and aluminum tariffs
case. After the experience of the last few weeks, we cannot be complacent and take for granted the outcome of
the Section 232 investigation for the auto sector.
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and the U.S. and China (at time of writing) look set to impose tariff and counter-tariffs on tens of billions worth of
exports. Meanwhile, there continues to be a blockage on
appointments to the World Trade Organization Appellate
Body. If this persists, the World Trade Organization’s dispute settlement mechanism, which ensures parties abide
by their trade commitments, will grind to a halt.
Although the world has shifted significantly in the last
18 months, there are still things we do have control over,
and that should be our focus.
There is no ambiguity that the impact of tariffs in the
auto sector would be a big hit to the Canadian economy.
A recent estimate by TD Economics suggested that GDP
growth in 2019 could be reduced by 0.5% nationally. Furthermore, up to one in five manufacturing jobs in Ontario
would be at risk.
The Section 232 on autos started near the end of May,
and the Department of Commerce has 270 days to complete its report. However, the buzz in Washington is that
President Trump wants this significantly accelerated so
that he can announce tariffs in advance of November’s
mid-term elections. His recent comments seem to confirm
this.
This is, of course, all before you zoom out and look at an
equally bleak picture in other spots of the world. The EU
and Mexico have slapped the U.S. with retaliatory tariffs,
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First, with the Mexican presidential elections out of the
way, we should re-double our efforts to secure a modernized NAFTA. Although the U.S. mid-terms are nearing,
there is still a long list of issues negotiators should progress. Additionally, we need to do better at leveraging existing trade agreements. This includes trade deals already
in effect with South Korea and the European Union as well
as the soon-to-be-implemented deal with the remaining
members of the Trans-Pacific Partnership.
Lastly, we also need to get our domestic competitiveness agenda tackled. This includes responding to the realities of the changing tax landscape south of the border
and making demonstrable progress to cutting undue regulatory burdens on businesses.
For more information, please contact:
Mark Agnew, Director International Affairs,
magnew@chamber.ca.

CLEANED, SORTED, SIZED

Recipes & Samples Available
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604-557-0762 • 5331 Riverside St., Matsqui Village
Near Howard Wong’s

www.msbfarm.ca
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Food Hub/Community Market
Coming to Abbotsford
It’s well known that Abbotsford has a
thriving food industry. The value of our
agricultural production (known as “farm
gate”) is the highest of any municipality
in Canada.
Local foods such as berries, chicken,
eggs, and dairy are well known, but
add to that greens, fish, hops, root
vegetables, honey, and countless other
products. All this locally-grown food is
putting Abbotsford on the map, and
making our city a destination for food
culture. This makes it the right time
for a Food Hub/Community Market in
Abbotsford.
The Rail District Community Market is
coming to downtown Abbotsford this
summer! As one of the initiatives of
Valley Food + Farm Collective, this will be
a full-season market in its own building

where producers can sell directly to
customers. It can be a destination for
families to hang out for a few hours
learning about food culture. Think
Granville Island in Vancouver, or Gibson’s
Public Market on the Sunshine Coast.
It will also function as a food hub. As
Fraser Valley food products become
known throughout BC, commercial
customers like restaurants need a way to
source all those products without having
to visit the location of each individual
producer. A food hub brings all those
producers under one roof—a one-stop
location for commercial buyers to pick
up everything they need. The food hub
movement is about providing an access
point to better integrate agriculture and
local food into our daily lives, bringing
agriculture from the farm to the city.

Mark Warkentin, President
This is a great project for the agricultural
and food industry in Abbotsford, and
many of our local Chamber members
are big supporters. I personally liked the
idea so much I’m volunteering my time
to be on the board of directors.
The official opening event is July 26,
4:00 to 8:00pm, at 2518 West Railway in
Abbotsford.
Come on out and join in our local food
scene!

NEW BUSINESSES:
Tim Holloway

Kevin Mierau

The Abbotsford Chamber would like to welcome the following businesses:
Becoming a member of the Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce provides substantial benefits to generate more business and
reach the heart of your community.
New Members since the June Edition are:
• Zone Garage – www.zonegarage.ca
• CIBC – www.cibc.com
• Champagne Dreams – www.champagnedreams.ca

Jason Lepp

• New Leaf Childcare Centre – 604-613-1919
• PwC Management Services Lp – www.pwc.com/ca

Steve Yap

2018

CHAMBER

TEAM MEMBERS

#207-32900 South Fraser Way • 604-859-9651

Allan Asaph

La Vonne Bandsma

allan@
abbotsfordchamber.com

lavonne@
abbotsfordchamber.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Matt Langdon

BUS. DEV. MANAGER

matt @
abbotsfordchamber.com

OFFICE MANAGER

Katie Syroid

EVENT MANAGER

katie@
abbotsfordchamber.com
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The Abbotsford Chamber of Commerce’s
31st Annual Golf Tournament is a
fantastic opportunity for your business
to be a part of Abbotsford’s premier golf
tournament. This tournament is a terrific
way to meet the men and women of our
business community.

Sponsored by: Abbotsford Division of
Family Practice

Sponsored by Abbotsford Community
Foundation and Abbotsford-Sumas
Rotary

Registration includes 18 holes of golf,
shared power carts, lunch, dinner, oncourse contests, activities and awards.
• Texas Scramble
• KP and LD Contests
• Silent Auction
• Raffle Prizes
Interested in showcasing your business
on the course? We have a variety of
sponsorship opportunities for the golf
tournament that will allow you to connect
with our golfers. Contact Katie at (604)
859-9651 or katie@abbotsfordchamber.
com
http://business.abbotsfordchamber.com/
events/details/31st-annual-acoc-golftournament-4260

“Connecting Financial & Legal Planning
with Healthcare”
Come join us to discuss improving the
system, understanding each sector’s
needs and developing partnerships to
ensure your client’s or your own needs and
expectations are met.
Keynote: Ron Kuehl, Executive Director of
Abbotsford Hospice Society
http://business.abbotsfordchamber.com/
events/details/2018-september-goodmorning-abbotsford-4293

Join us as we hear from Dr. Joanne
MacLean, President and Vice Chancellor of
the University of the Fraser Valley.
http://business.abbotsfordchamber.
com/events/details/2018-septemberluncheon-4549
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With the Chambers Group Plan,
You Own Your Insurance Benefits
Most people are familiar with the concept of
renting or owning a home. But did you know that you
can “own” your employee benefit plan?
With most insurance companies, you’re renting. You
pay a certain amount in premiums per month, and
at the end of the year if you paid more in premiums
than you spent in benefits, surpluses remain with the
insurance company. With the Chambers of Commerce
Group Insurance Plan®, you own your benefits. Any
surpluses in the Plan at the end of the year go back
into the Plan, helping keep your rates down, and your
money working for you.
Chambers Plan is run on a not-for-profit basis
and premiums are set to cover the cost of the Plan’s
benefits and the administration. In addition to putting
any surpluses back into the Plan, Chambers Plan is
entirely customized so you only pay for benefits you
need. You can choose from a wide variety of benefit
options. If the benefits you chose are no longer the
best option for your company, you can adjust them
to reflect your current needs.
Chambers Plan is a pooled plan and premiums

are based on the average of claims across all
participants. When your claims are bundled together
with thousands of similar firms, costs stay stable
and predictable. With the ability to customize your
benefit program, together with the fact surpluses are
put back into Chambers Plan, you truly do “own” your

coverage.
Find out why the Chambers Group Insurance Plan is
the wise choice for your business
For a quotation, please contact IGL Financial
Solutions Inc. @ 604-607-7353 or 1-800-818-2942

By GeorGe...
he’s your #1 choice!
GeorGe MacDonalD

is once again the ToP
SellInG Ford sales person in
all of B.C. (for 9 consecutive years)

When you BuY from
GEORGE, you always
experience the best!
PLUS ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

A CHAMBERS PLAN

1,000

$

†

ON MOST NEW 2018 FORD MODELS

WON’T SQUEEZE

YOUR BUDGET!

An employee beneﬁt plan with a twist – rate stability, fair renewals and
innovative offerings for small business. That’s what the Chambers of
Commerce Group Insurance Plan® has been providing small businesses for
over four decades. Check out a Plan that won’t squeeze your budget!

What does this
mean to you?
✓You receive the BEST sales

EMPLOYEE

PRICING
IS HERE

YOU PAY
WHAT WE PAY*

experience. No pressure at
your desired pace.

✓You know he will ALWAYS
be there. After-sales
service is guaranteed.

✓You will always get treated
PROFESSIONALLY.
Don’t expect any less.

Drive away in your next Ford, by George!

Call Direct at 604-798-5953
IN THE FRASER VALLEY AUTO MALL

